THE  BAY  OF  THE   NOUMEAN
light as aperitif or appetiser, a half litre of very light wine
to help the meal down ; on occasion perhaps a cognac or
creme de cacao after the meal. They are horrified by the
indiscriminate drinking in Australia, and find our habit of
having to rush into a hotel for a few minutes and drink as
much beer as possible before closing time incomprehensible.
Incidentally, since the interruption of trade relations with
France, New Caledonians have been drinking Australian
wines, which they like very well. Their only complaint is
that they contain too much alcohol.
Dinner is usually a leisurely meal, and follows the same
procedure as lunch, except that the hors d'oeuvres are
replaced by soup.. Radio Noumea outdoes itself at dinner
time in providing a choice selection of Tino Rossi and George
Thill records, and then just as the meal is, entering its last
stages, conversation dies away as 'La Voix de FAustralie*
comes on the air, giving the latest news and comment
4 especially for the benefit of our listeners in New Caledonia.'
Dinner may test up till 8-30 or 9 p.m., and is usually followed
by a short turn in the park and then 'early to bed.'
The pleasure seekers will not find much organized enter-
tainment in Noumea. If one wants a little variety, a taxi,,
for 15 to 20 irancs—according to your bargaining stamina—
will whisk you out to the lovely strip of sandy beach at
Anse Vata, Hid after a moonlight swim in the long rollers
that cream dong the half mile of beach, you can dine and
dance at thefamous Anse Vata cabaret. In the warm summer
evenings yoi will have to go early, especially if it's moon-
light, because Anse Vata is a very popular place, only six or
seven kilorretres from Noumea, and you would certainly find
the carbare crowded out if you arrived late.
Those mo prefer more conventional entertainment can
visit any one of Noumea's three picture houses—there are
never time showing on the one night, naturally. Usually
one finis more entertainment in watching the reactions of the
native and Javanese spectators than watching the pictures.
Cowb<y pictures are the most popular, and as the action
reaches its climax the audience gets to its feet. When the

